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INTRODUCTION

THE PLAN OF CONSERWA AND DEVELOPMBMICKGROUND

In accordancevith Connecticut General Statuiddarkhamsted
has prepaed itsPlan of Conservation amevelopment
(POCDior years 20172027. ThisPlanof Conservation and
Development wil2 dzii f A y' S dirdte§yfot 2 6y Qa
accomplishingconomic, social, healthpusing, and natural
preservatiorobjectivesn the coming years

I NJ K| YGL%E282RRan of Conservation and
Developmentvas created based dhe ideas of Barkhamsted
residents and Town leadershiphe R | yh&rdobjectives are
shaped by publisurvey responsefeedbackirom Barkhamsted
business ownergndthe publiqQ i@put atthree public forums.
Respondents recommend Barkhamsted should continue policie
to remain a rural, sustainable town wishbalanced approach
between strengthening itkbcal economy and conservation of its
nature-based asset®uring the process of updating this Plan,
Barkhamsted residents clegrstated that protection of itsural
character is a high priority.

I NJ K[| Y a 32827 Rlan ofiConsgarvation and Developmel
is further foundedoff of thefundamentalof the 2007POCRQvhile
simultaneoushaddressing new challenges to the Town with
appropriate updated strategie$able Isummarizesccomplished
actionsfrom the goad ofthe 2007 Plan of Conservation and
Development.

Barkhamsted, Connecticu
Fast Facts

The Town of Barkhamsted is a
member of:

Northwestern Regional
School District No. 7

Northwest Hills Council of
Governments

Farmington Valleydealth
District

Farmington River
Watershed Association

Northwestern Connecticut
Economic Development
Corporation

Farmington River
Coordinating Committee

Regional Refuse Disposal
District #1

NWCT Chamber of

Table 1Realized5oals from 2007 Plan of Conservatod Development

¢ 2 ¢ ycQuisitidnof the park in Rivertomllows public access to the river

West River Road erosion area alongRhanington Rivdnasbeen stabilized

Low Impact Bvelopment mningregulationsenacted
20072009 Economic Development Stusympleted

Common Driveway;onservation Subdsion, & Incentive Housing Zone Regulations were added to Zor

Regulations
Tableof uses for various zones hasen updated
LongTermRoad Maintenance & Improvement Progrdmplemented

Studiedways to provide more affordable housing.



BARKHAMSTHEILDISTORY

Barkhamsted, Connectichiasalways been a small rural tovivhen _

the Connecticutensus was taken in 1756, eighteen people were

recorded as residents of Barkhamstidvas one of the last towris Barkhamsted,
Connecticuto be incorporatedri October, 1779Barkhamsted Connecticut 06063 Fast
Heritage p. 9. Facts

5dNAyYy3 . I NlKFEYadSRQa asSadt SYS mSINIciRNerINE vt p 1 G2
population increase was dramatic, peaking in 1830 at about 1,700 FEREeEIE N TES FoEEles 1))

inhabitants. Then for a hundred year period, between 1830 to 193C
CFN]KEFEYadSRQa LRLMzZ F GA2Y RSOf AVESIRSSPEILINE E Ste nm:
population declined due to jobs: there were better farmlands to the ieéegLTig'BE?gﬂ% ';”;aetc'ggmr

west, while factory and professional opportunities also existed -

2dziaARS 2F GKS FNBF® ! FdSN mbamzinih Qa LRLid

and grew again. Due to improvements in transportation, 1990r 3,369
Barkhansted transitioned to a bedroom community where most 2000 3,494
people commuted outside of the town for jobs (Barkhamsted 2010c 3,799
Heritage, 1975, p. 6). 2014t 3,749
2020 projection 3,935
Early Barkhamsted was an agricultural community. 10836 2025 projection 3,969
censust LILINEEAYI (St& yy: 2F G6eBinc¢ 2y 0a 13 kit i y 6l & ¢
farming. Ba_rkha_msted did have some industry like small mills such 2014Median Population Aget5
saw mils, gristmills, and woodworkinghops There waslsoa (American Community Survey, 2014)
wagon &ctory in Pleasant ValleRivertorhad a sytheshop andhe
Hitchcock Chaifactory. But the town never developeallarge Total Area38.8 square miles
industrial base. Land Area36.2 square miles
(State of Connecticut, 2010)
Starti_n_g)\ y UKS SI NI e MynnQaz . I NJ]K AU s ROaA kSN zt U dzZNB ¢
transition fromsmall farms producing output consumed mostly on  BESEEReES S (16 L Lol
the farm,to market farmingwhere products such as dairy, hay, State Forests: 48
tobacco,and asparagus were produtfor sale Barkhamsted was (AppGeo, 2014
still primarily an agricultural town when this transition was
O2YLX SiGSR Ay Asthe 3% Certuily progvegsk n Q & Town Expeses
.k NJ K I dgricuifiRRkdedined due to urban job opportunities | AL SAS RN e
outside of bwn and competition from more efficient farms in other 201+12r 510,196,857
areas of the countr{Barkhamsted Heritage, 1975 AU e 0
' 201314t $11,008,296
N . . 2014-15t $11,126,892
A significant part of Barkhamsted is made up of public water sup Iy RS e T L ool
land and State Forests. Around World Waihiat is now the
Metropolitan District Commission (MDC) purchased lantdke Gross Assessment ot
McDonoughandlater made more significant land purchases for Sl Tebelills FEpRty 200s
what became the Barkhamst&eservoirThese land purchases had Residential: 249,485,700
a major impact to the Town of Barkhamsted, causiagyniamilies RSB e R
to be dislocatedind moving the2 4y Q& Y dzy A OA LIl I‘lf‘;f;?r‘l‘;f'j';tjg%??’o -y
Valley (Barkhamsted Heritage, 1975 1634). Vacant Land: 2,726,010
Apartments: 2,173,380
3 Grand Total: 304,575,95

* Assessmentisom 2015 Grand List



The creation of thre&tate forestsn Barkhamsted thabok place toward

the end ofthe Conservation Movemeiaty G KSmMdpHnQa KFR | YIF 22N AYLI O

onthe town Itbeganwitht dzy EA & { G+ 0SS C2NBaiQa SaidlotAaKYSyd Ay
t S2LX SQa {GF(dS C2NFRIQXSRERA I § BAK 2Vy CedbR G QA&

designation in 192{Department of Energy and Environmental Protection,

2016;Barkhamsted Heritage, 1975; p. 1H® t S2LJ SQa {GF S C2NXald A a

named after the grassroots mewent of residents who donated small

amounts todesignate the area for public langhile American Legion

Forest was a gift from the American Legion of Conne¢Barkhamsted

Heritage, 1975, p. 16B6). The Enders Forest was designated in 19Fe.

purchases for State land involved few if any dislocations of residents. The

State Forests and MDC reservoir lands cemented the rural and wild aspects

of Barkhamsted, wnf S | f 82 AYLI OGAy3a (GKS G26yQa (2d2NARaY Ay Rdz

Allin all, Barkhatni SRQa f S3 I Oanddfurkl Sharackeyy A Ga& Yy I G dzNJ f
Barkhamsted wilhe faced with future options regarditigis legacy.

--Barkhamsted History Section reviewed by Paul Hart from the
Barkhamsted Historical Society

Forgotten Homesite at Old Barkhamsted Hollow
Photo taken from CT Data Center/Google Earth




Current Land Use & Characteristics

AREAS IN BARKHAMSTED

Today, Barkhamsted is primarily a bedroom community, characterized by its large residential base, two small
Villages, large tracts of open space, and substdatedt and water areas.

i Y G

Tunxis State Forest

Enders
State Forest

CANTON

Barkhamsted Cultural Assets

Villages: Museums:
- Riverton - ¢KS tS82L)XS8Qa {ilFGS C:

- Pleasant Valle - Barkhamsted Historical Society
y o {ljdZANBQA ¢I OSNY

Historical Locations: o Center Schoolhouse

- Hitchcock Chair Factory Nature:
- Pleasant Valley Drivie - Barkhamsted Reservoir, Saville Dam
- { lj dzATENBra Q - Lake McDonough

- Stanclift Cove

- Old Riverton Inn - Wild and SceniEarmington River

- Center Schoolhouse - 4 State Forests:
- Washington Hill Methodist Church otS2L) SQa {ualFdS C2NB
- {2t RASNDA a2ydzySyi 0 American Legion State Forest

o Enders State Forest

- Arba Alford(HitchcockHouse o Tunxis State Forest

- Civilian Conservation Comp£amp White Barkh ted Historical SocieR0L
- SavilleDam/Barkhamsted Reservoir (Barkhamsted Historical SocieB019



Bafj K I Y &: StSt&RFd@stand MetropolitanDistrict Commission Reservoir

Barkhamsted currently has %8of its land held by MDC for water source protection and the State as open space

in the American Legion, Peoples, Tunxis and Enders State Fdnest®wn of Barkhamsted Zoning Map included

in the appendix of thisplan, & 8 6S T YSYRSRX aASNBSa | a GKS ¢2gyQa fI
Statute (P.A. 185).

State Forests
TheState forestsn Barkhamstedccupy approximatelf0%of. | NJ K I Y & aQcaye(d,964 &réd ofit of

24,832 total acres)
1 American Legiois adjacent to the Pleasant Valley Villageleagl782 acres

 t S2L)X SQ& {siluatédDetveenNREertdn add®Pleasant Valley Village. The forest is composed of
2,954acres.

9 Tunxis Foress locaed in rortheastern Barkhamstealdjoining Route 178ndoccupies aboud27 acres
and extends into Hartland

1 Enders State Forestlgxated in the nrtheastern section of BarkhamstatbngRoute 219 This forest
inhabits299 acres in théown.

View of Farmington River in Barkhamsted
Photo Credit: NataliZzagula

Acres

State Forest land and MDC land MDC 6,938
State Forests 4,962
Remaining land (private and public) 12,932
Total 24,832
(AppGen2014)



POPULATION AND DEMONPHIC TRENDS

This section brieflgummarizeslemographic trends that have informed the goalslicies, and actions
in this planThe Town of Barkhamsted saw steady growth in its population over the fifty year period
from 1960 through 2010 from 1,370 residents to 3,799 as shown in Thblewt. However, between
HaMmn YR Hamp Al Aa SadAYFGSR o0& GKS [/ 200¥a800GA Od
declined by 1220 3,685 total residents during that five year period.
TABLE 1POPULATION BY DECADE, 12800
TOWN OF BARKMSTED
1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010

1,370 2,066 2,935 3,369 3,499 3,799
Source: US Census of Population and Housing,- P28D.

TABLE-POPULATION CHANGE, 25

2010 2015 Number Change | Percent change
Barkhamsted 3,807 3,685 -122 -3%
Litchfield County | 190,105 183,603 -6,502 -3%
Connecticut 3,577,845 3,590,886 13,041 +0.4%

Source: Connecticut Department of Public Health, Health Statistics and Surveillance, Staigstsanddporting Unit
Age Distribution Trends

Onenotableregional population trend which also affects Barkhamsted is a decline in the percentage of
0KS LRLz FdA2y GKIFG A& l18ysardanantreasedtiteRércertaneSolitbeS Sy  p
population that iover 65 years oldin 2000, residents oves5yrsmade up 10% of the population but in

2010 (year of last decennial census), these resideatie up 14% of the population. The CT State Data

/ SYGSNI LINeP2SOuA2ya o0GKSaS NB SadayYlrdSa 2yfteo L
could beover 65 yrs old.

In comparison, Barkhamsted
residents under 18yrs made up 25¢
of the population in 2000 but
decreased to 23% of the populatior
in 2010. By the year 2025 it is
predicted that the school aged
population will make up only 16% ¢ m 2025
the total population of the tan. = 2020
School enrollment numbers have | 20 to 34 years
reflected this decrease in the schoc
aged population. Between 2010 an| 5 to19 years
Hamp . FNJKIFYadSHF
enrollment declined by 56 students

65 and over

50 to 64 years

35 to 49 years

m 2015

0 to 4 years

- 500 1,000 1,500




Household Incomand Housing Costs

Barkhamsted haslagher mediarhouseholdncomethan Litchfield County and the State of

Connecticuas a wholeas shown in the table belowhe town also has a low poverty rate than the

State and the County. The American Community Survey estimates only 2% of Barkhamsted residents
(56) lived belowtte federal poverty level in 2014. Even with the low poverty rate and higher median
household income, 28% of households in Barkhamsted (422 housgiattis)ore than 30% of their
AyO2YS 2y K2dzaAy3d O2adad AY Hnnwmn @Qcostt ®Bitha422 4 O2y a A
K2dzaSK2ft Ra GKIFG ITNB LI @Ay3a Gdzy |l T FoveR landl #8€thef 2 dza A
are renters.

2014 Statistics

Town County State
Median Age 45 45 40
Households 1,561 76,640 1,371,087
Median Household Income $81,792 $72,068 $69,899
Housing Stock (2014) Town County State
Median Price $255,800 $259,800 $274,500

Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey Estimates
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ik Fahnlngton River "
Photo Cm@it:_Natalla Zagula




II. CONSERVATION

SUMMARY OF CONSERWATGOALS, POLICIESD ACTIONS

GOALS:
AtNRGSOG GKS G2y Qa yI (dzNI f nNBaieptdawid® the Heaftl) f dzR A
safety, and welfare of Barkhamsted residents.
AtNRGSOG GKS G 2anygdutEooNaddtidn agddtsk NI O S NJ

PARTNERBarkhamsted Conservation Commission and Inland Wetlands Comnissidramsted
Land Trust-armington River Coordinating Commit{ER CCMetropolitan District CommissighDC)
CT Dept. of Energy and Environmental Prote¢@inDEEP)

GUIDING POLICIES:

1) 9y adz2NE dKIG GKS FljdZAFSNE aSNBAy3 a GKS ¢2gYy(

2Dt NRPGISOG . INlJKFEYailSRQa NBaARSyOSazr odzaAaySaasSa:

3) Support the preservation of active farmlands, forests, and open space through programs like
Public Act 490, Purchase of Development Rights

4) Supportthe Farngid G2y wWA@GSNI / 22NRAYFGAY3 /2YYAGGSSQa
and management of the recreational use and protection of the river.

B /] 2y GAydzS G2y SFF2NILa G2 SyO2dz2NF IS (KS dzaS 2-
PN KFYAaivERE AYAGALFGA

6) Preserve and protect agricultural land uses and important farmland soils.

7)

ACTIONS:

1.AIDSY SN 4GS ' YILI ARSYGATeAy3a GKS ¢24yQa Yl 22NJ |

1.2Undertake an educational campaignriorease public awareness of the need for contaminant
free groundwaterand the actions that can be taken by residents

1.3Promote guidelines and, where needed, regulations for the placement of facilities related to
specific types of industries, businesses and/or activdigesotect aquifers.

2.1 Reviewthe Tomma Ff 22R KIFT F NR I NBI oNBgljeglaidBsyaSy a4 F y R
necessary.

3.1 Modify or remove the existing cluster housing regulatmavoid confusion with the existing
Conservation Subdivision regulation.

4.1 Investigate the possibility of pbesing or leasing MDC land along the west branch of the
Farmington River for a stone dust walking trail and nature path.

cdPm a2RATFTE (KS ¢26yQa 1 2yAy3 NBIAdzZ I GA2ya (2 dza
1(q), which is more inclusive asdupdated more frequently.

6.2 Consider adopting a local rigbtfarm ordinance.

6.3 Consider zoning changes that would provide farmers flexibility to have ancillary agricultural uses
on farms and allow for adequate signage to farms and farm stands.

10
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BACKGROUNBROTECTION OF WARHSOURCES

A high priority of the Town Planpiotection andenhancement of the
O 2 Y Y dzyhaturad ré@sburces, especially its water related resources Barkhamsted, Connecticut
and its scenic resourcerimary areas identified for protection by

citizens and the Commission are Natural Conservation Areas:

 the Metropolitan District Commission reservoir arahed, - EZ:/ﬁT:thrid Reservorr,

{ the West Branch of the Farmington River, - 4 State Forests:

1 Morgan Brook, otS2LX SQa ({d

M Still River and 0 American Legion State

Forest

T Sate Forest lands . . . . . 0 Enders State Forest
The West Branch of théarmlngtqn River, mclqdmg the section of_ the o Tunxis State Forest
river in Barkhamsted has bedasignated a nationaWild and Scenic
Rivet. Sill River and Morgan Brook araportant tributaries to the Major bodies of Water: _
Farmington Riven Barkhamsted. The Still Rigentributes well - Barkhamsted Reservoir
oxygenated, nutrient rich water to the Farmington, this mixes thith ] tgfﬁiwgtgﬁngitg?
O2f RX ydziNASYyd L322NJ)sBackBewoiNGt S \yeq il pond |
providetheCl NY Ay 302y Qa a dzLJS NMorgamNBat#i A2
YR GKS 2S8ad . NIYyOK 27F (K3%rouCl N. Minor Water Sources J I
ManagementAreds o0& (GKS / 2yySOGAOdzi 5¢ - BeaverBrook 9y
Environmental Protection (DEER). mportant pat of protecting the ] E‘e’;{é”grggi"k
River is implementation of a coordigd local effort - Cherry Brook

- Spruce Brook

a 5 / Redervoiplays a major statewide role pyoviding potable water -  Fullers Pond
to the Hartford regionBarkhamsted reservoivith a capacity of 30 - Morgan Brook

billion gallons of wateds the largessole water supply reseriran the

State of ConnecticuBarkhamsteds responsible fomaintaining water

quality through regulatory action feteams ponds, and brooks outside ailgic property such a®est
Hill PondMorgan Bro&, and StilRiver, whth feed into the Farmington River.

River Overlay Zone Protection

A carefully defined narrow corridor of land along the West Branch éfaimington River in
Barkhamsted is now protected under the Farmington Rdxarlay Zone regulations adopted as pért
the Town Zoning Regulatior&his regulation and similar regulationsdjoining river towns in
Connecticut are criticalements of the long term river protection prograhte Overlay Zone
requirements protect the environméai, scenic, recreationdishand other resource assets in a
corridor consisting of the River, its ordinary high watark and an additional 100 foot setback buffer.

Stratified Drift Drinking Water Aquifer

There is a major underground stratified drift aquifer underlying anallpato theWest Branch of the
Farmington in Barkhamsted. If properly protected this potential "underground reservoir" can provide a
substantial drinking water supply for future water needs.

12
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A "stratified drift" aquifer is an underground resanaf saml and gravel saturatedith water. A well

drilled in a aquifer can produce very high volumes of high qudiityking water. In order to protect

the West Branch aquifer the Planning amhing Commission should consider establishing an additional
level ofland useprotection and controls within the aquifer and river corridor area as shown on maps
prepared by the U.S. Geological Surivbydel aquifer protection regulations recomntea ban on the

use of hazardousaterials and limit the types of land useatthave a high potential for pollution of
groundwater.

MDCReservoir Public Water Sup@¥Vatershed Protection

The watershed area draining into the Mwgdolitan District CommissiqiMDC)s Barkhamsted Reservoir
consumes a vast area in central and easpemtion ofBarkhamsted. Nearthis entirewatershed is
owned and controlled bthe Metropolitan District Commission and the State of Connecticut. Land
owned by the MDC is classified according teater company watershed langgulation system
establishé by the State Department of Health and AddicB@nvices. There are three classes of land
under this system.

1 Class I land and Class Il land cannot be sold by MDC for developmentwithmadhe
approval of the State subject to requirements desigimeensure thasuch change will not
adversely affect the water "pity and adequacy"” of the watsupply.

91 Class lll, so called "excess land", is land owned by the MDC. It consisttooataddutside of
the water supply watershed and beyond 150 feet oéservoirMDC land total§,938acres of
which 1517 is Class Il

1 Inthe northeastern quadrant of the Barkhamsted Resie watershed a large areagsotected
by the State of Connecticut as part of the Tunxis State Forest.

Unprotected water supplywatershed land should beilsject toland use regulatiomhich will minimize
the potential for pollution of ground water and the surfacater supply.

The Statéhas assigned thewn to theWestern Region Water Utility Coordinating Commi(i&&/C¢

for purposes of water qaply planning. The Town was receméguired to declare its pference for

whether the town or a private water company would héitlusive Service Asd&SAvithin the town

The holder of aESAwithin a town has control over afiyture provision of public water supplythin

that area of the townIn Decenber 2016, the Towrequestedto the WUCGQ@hat a majority of the town

remain unassignetb an ESAt this time, with the exception of the area claimed by the Winsted Water
Works, who dclared the ESA for the western end of the Route 44 corridor within Barkhamsted. This
area is defined in the Interlocal Agreements between Winsted and Barkhamsted regarding public water
supply and public sewers. TWAJCC suggested thidie Town may want to consider requesting that

New Hartford extend water and sewer into the eastern end of Route 44 corridor, as needed or
FLILINBLINAFGS® td F f1FGSNIRIFGSES AT GKS ¢24yQa o 0
reclassification

The Flood Hazard Protection Overlay Zone
The Farmington River Overlay Zone includes only a portion of the of the river's Flood Hazard areas. Flood hazard
areas are low lying areas along the river which are subject to flooding. These area have biéied mieht

13




mapped under the National Flood Insurance Program Figure 5 shows tl BarkhamstedRecreational Assets

Ft22R KITFNR INBlFLad ¢KS /2YYAaaa 5 GK
area requirements ahupdate the regulations as necessary. Trails
. - American Legion Forest
Protection of Farms, Forest, and Open Space o Henry Buck Trail (Blue
Many town residents are not aware tHatms, MDC Clas$ ¢ other open Blazed)
space lands could be sold to owners who could develop.tAgrareness of o0 Turkey Vultures Ledges Trai
the need to permanently protectpen space and wildlife corriddes (Blue)

increasingly important. . . o
- 1 S2L)X SQa {ulu
0 Agnes Bowen Trail (Orange)
0 Charles Pack Trail (Yellow)
o Elliot Bronson Trail (Red)
0
0
0

P.A. 490 Open Space
The Town of Barkhamsted allows landowners to apply for a lower
assessment of property which qualifies under the provisions of Public A«
490 "Op@ Space". The Town Plan supports continuation of this "Open
Space" assessment option, especially for land located within the Farmin
River corridor, the MDC watershed and other important conservation are
such as the flood hazard zone, streambelt apgwbalong ridge lines. - Enders State Forest

0 Indian Council Cave Trails

Jessie Gerald Trail (Yellow)
Robert Ross Trail (Blue)
Walt Landgraf (Red)

State program for purchase of farmland development rights
The Town Plan supports preservation of activelands under the State - Tunxis State Forest _
Progranfor Purchase of Development Rights (PDR program). Farmland: 0 Tunxis Trail/Bludlazed Trail
an importantelement of the ural landscape of Barkhamsted. Active farms
should wherevepossible be protected from development under the State
PDR program.

Water Recreation
- West Hill Pond Beach & Boat

. . Launch
Recreational River Access - Stanclift Cove
It is important that the Farmington River Coordinating Committee - EastBeach
(FRCC) continue facilitatecooperative coordinated planning and - Farmington Rivar Trout
management of the recreationase of the river. Barkhamsted, othet Fishing*

participating Towns, the State of Connectinidl various public and
private agencies involved with use of the River needdhisn to
maintain a balaced program for river use.

Other Recreation
- Barkhamsted Baseball fields

A successful river management plan must maintain river access fc

recreational usevhile protecting and minimizing conflict with

neighboring residences along the riiearkhamsted's East River Road and West River Road provide
vehicular access tooth homeowners along the river and river users. Located within the scenic river
corridor these narrow country roads should be designated and maintained asteegnioads. ee
"Roads" section of the Town PJan

Energy Conservatidgfforts

Barkhamsted is also actively encouraging the use of alieenattergyBarklramsted Elementary School
iscontributing to mindful eargy usage withtheuse¥ (G KS aOK22f Qa a2f | NJ LI y§
G{ 2t INRJ S Ya§ SRE S Fahdnmiliy hamedwnedisdefdl€Sdlad panels and reduced

their energy costs.
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Village

Cholo Croarls Nalalio nonla



