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I. INTRODUCTION  
THE PLAN OF CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT BACKGROUND 

 
In accordance with Connecticut General Statutes, Barkhamsted 
has prepared its Plan of Conservation and Development 
(POCD) for years 2017-2027. This Plan of Conservation and 
Development will ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ strategy for 
accomplishing economic, social, health, housing, and natural 
preservation objectives in the coming years.  
 
.ŀǊƪƘŀƳǎǘŜŘΩǎ 2017-2027 Plan of Conservation and 
Development was created based on the ideas of Barkhamsted 
residents and Town leadership.  The PƭŀƴΩǎ main objectives are 
shaped by public survey responses, feedback from Barkhamsted 
business owners, and the publicΩǎ input at three public forums. 
Respondents recommend Barkhamsted should continue policies 
to remain a rural, sustainable town with a balanced approach 
between strengthening its local economy and conservation of its 
nature-based assets. During the process of updating this Plan, 
Barkhamsted residents clearly stated that protection of its rural 
character is a high priority.  
 

.ŀǊƪƘŀƳǎǘŜŘΩǎ нлмт-2027 Plan of Conservation and Development 
is further founded off of the fundamentals of the 2007 POCD while 
simultaneously addressing new challenges to the Town with 
appropriate updated strategies. Table 1 summarizes accomplished 
actions from the goals of the 2007 Plan of Conservation and 
Development.  

Table 1. Realized Goals from 2007 Plan of Conservation and Development 

¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ŀcquisition of the park in Riverton allows public access to the river  

West River Road erosion area along the Farmington River has been stabilized  

Low Impact Development zoning regulations enacted  

2007-2009 Economic Development Study completed   

Common Driveway, Conservation Subdivision, & Incentive Housing Zone Regulations were added to Zoning 
Regulations 

Table of uses for various zones has been updated  

Long Term Road Maintenance & Improvement Program Implemented 

Studied ways to provide more affordable housing.    

Barkhamsted, Connecticut  
Fast Facts                           
 
The Town of Barkhamsted is a 
member of:  

- Northwestern Regional 
School District No. 7  

- Northwest Hills Council of 
Governments  

- Farmington Valley Health 
District  

- Farmington River 
Watershed Association  

- Northwestern Connecticut 
Economic Development 
Corporation  

- Farmington River 
Coordinating Committee 

- Regional Refuse Disposal 
District #1 

- NWCT Chamber of 
Commerce 
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Incorporated: October 14, 1779  
(U.S. Census Bureau; CT Data Center) 

 
Form of Government:  
Selectman, Town Meeting  
(U.S. Census Bureau; CT Data Center) 

 
Population: 
1990τ3,369 
2000τ3,494 
2010τ 3,799 
2014τ 3,749 
2020 projectionτ3,935 
2025 projectionτ3,969 
(U.S. Census Bureau; CT Data Center) 

 
2014 Median Population Age: 45 
(American Community Survey, 2014) 

 
Total Area: 38.8 square miles  
Land Area: 36.2 square miles  
(State of Connecticut, 2010) 

  
Total Area owned by Metropolitan 
District Commission (MDC) and Four 
State Forests:  48% 
(AppGeo, 2014) 

 
Town Expenses:  
2010-11τ $ 10,151,698 
2011-12τ $ 10,196,857 
2012-13 τ $10,611,906 
2013-14 τ $ 11,008,296 
2014 -15τ $ 11,126,892 
*Total Expenditures from Annual Reports 
 

Gross Assessment of Real 
Estate Taxable Property 2015  

Residential: 249,485,700 
Use Assessment: 33,911,400  
Commercial: 11,949,230 
Industrial: 4,330,230  
Vacant Land: 2,726,010  
Apartments: 2,173,380 
Grand Total: 304,575,950 

*Assessments from 2015 Grand List 

 

Barkhamsted, 
Connecticut 06063 Fast 

Facts                           

BARKHAMSTED HISTORY 

 
Barkhamsted, Connecticut has always been a small rural town. When 
the Connecticut census was taken in 1756, eighteen people were 
recorded as residents of Barkhamsted. It was one of the last towns in 
Connecticut to be incorporated in October, 1779 (Barkhamsted 
Heritage, p. 6).  
 
5ǳǊƛƴƎ .ŀǊƪƘŀƳǎǘŜŘΩǎ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŦǊƻƳ мтрл ǘƻ муллΣ ǘƘŜ 
population increase was dramatic, peaking in 1830 at about 1,700 
inhabitants. Then for a hundred year period, between 1830 to 1930, 
.ŀǊƪƘŀƳǎǘŜŘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜŘ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ пл҈Φ ¢ƘŜ 
population declined due to jobs: there were better farmlands to the 
west, while factory and professional opportunities also existed 
ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΦ !ŦǘŜǊ мфолΣ .ŀǊƪƘŀƳǎǘŜŘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ 
and grew again. Due to improvements in transportation, 
Barkhamsted transitioned to a bedroom community where most 
people commuted outside of the town for jobs (Barkhamsted 
Heritage, 1975, p. 6).  
 
Early Barkhamsted was an agricultural community. In the 1820 
census, ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ уу҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŜƴƎŀged in 
farming. Barkhamsted did have some industry like small mills such as 
saw mills, grist mills, and woodworking shops. There was also a 
wagon factory in Pleasant Valley. Riverton had a scythe shop and the 
Hitchcock Chair factory. But the town never developed a large 
industrial base. 
 
Starting ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ муллΩǎΣ .ŀǊƪƘŀƳǎǘŜŘΩǎ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ōŜƎŀƴ ŀ 
transition from small farms producing output consumed mostly on 
the farm, to market farming, where products such as dairy, hay, 
tobacco, and asparagus were produced for sale. Barkhamsted was 
still primarily an agricultural town when this transition was 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ муллΩǎ. As the 20th Century progressed, 
.ŀǊƪƘŀƳǎǘŜŘΩǎ agriculture declined due to urban job opportunities 
outside of town and competition from more efficient farms in other 
areas of the country (Barkhamsted Heritage, 1975).  
 
A significant part of Barkhamsted is made up of public water supply 

land and State Forests. Around World War I, what is now the 

Metropolitan District Commission (MDC) purchased land for Lake 

McDonough and later made more significant land purchases for 

what became the Barkhamsted Reservoir. These land purchases had 

a major impact to the Town of Barkhamsted, causing many families 

to be dislocated and moving the tƻǿƴΩǎ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƻ tƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ 

Valley. (Barkhamsted Heritage, 1975, p. 163-4).  
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Forgotten Homesite at Old Barkhamsted Hollow  
Photo taken from CT Data Center/Google Earth  
 

The creation of three State forests in Barkhamsted that took place toward 

the end of the Conservation Movement ƛƴ ǘƘŜмфнлΩǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ 

on the town. It began with ¢ǳƴȄƛǎ {ǘŀǘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘΩǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ мфноΣ 

tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ {ǘŀǘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘΩǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ мфнп, ŀƴŘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ [ŜƎƛƻƴ CƻǊŜǎǘΩǎ 

designation in 1927 (Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, 

2016; Barkhamsted Heritage, 1975; p. 166-7)Φ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ {ǘŀǘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘ ƛǎ 

named after the grassroots movement of residents who donated small 

amounts to designate the area for public land, while American Legion 

Forest was a gift from the American Legion of Connecticut (Barkhamsted 

Heritage, 1975, p. 166-7). The Enders Forest was designated in 1970. The 

purchases for State land involved few if any dislocations of residents. The 

State Forests and MDC reservoir lands cemented the rural and wild aspects 

of Barkhamsted, whƛƭŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƳǇŀŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΦ  

All in all, BarkhamǎǘŜŘΩǎ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ and rural character. 

Barkhamsted will be faced with future options regarding this legacy.  

--Barkhamsted History Section reviewed by Paul Hart from the 

Barkhamsted Historical Society 
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Current Land Use & Characteristics        

AREAS IN BARKHAMSTED 

 
Today, Barkhamsted is primarily a bedroom community, characterized by its large residential base, two small 
Villages, large tracts of open space, and substantial forest and water areas.  

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tunxis State Forest  

Enders 
State Forest  

 

Dark Green: MDC Property   

tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ {ǘŀǘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘ  

American Legion State Forest  

Riverton  

 

Pleasant Valley 

 

West Hill Pond Community 

 

Barkhamsted Cultural Assets  

Villages:  

- Riverton  

- Pleasant Valley 
 

Historical Locations:  

- Hitchcock Chair Factory  

- Pleasant Valley Drive-in 

- {ǉǳƛǊŜǎΩ Tavern  

- Old Riverton Inn  

- Center Schoolhouse 

- Washington Hill Methodist Church  

- {ƻƭŘƛŜǊΩǎ aƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ .Ŝƭƭ  

- Arba Alford (Hitchcock) House  

- Civilian Conservation CorpsτCamp White 

- Saville Dam/Barkhamsted Reservoir 
 

 

 

Museums:  
- ¢ƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ {ǘŀǘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘ bŀǘǳǊŜ aǳǎŜǳƳ  
- Barkhamsted Historical Society  

o {ǉǳƛǊŜΩǎ ¢ŀǾŜǊƴ 
o Center Schoolhouse 

 

Nature:  
- Barkhamsted Reservoir, Saville Dam  
- Lake McDonough  
- Stanclift Cove 
- Wild and Scenic Farmington River 
- 4 State Forests:  

o tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ {ǘŀǘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘ  
o American Legion State Forest  
o Enders State Forest  
o Tunxis State Forest  

(Barkhamsted Historical Society, 2016) 
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BarƪƘŀƳǎǘŜŘΩǎ: State Forests and Metropolitan District Commission Reservoir  

Barkhamsted currently has 48% of its land held by MDC for water source protection and the State as open space 
in the American Legion, Peoples, Tunxis and Enders State Forests. The Town of Barkhamsted Zoning Map included 
in the appendix of this plan, as Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀƳŜƴŘŜŘΣ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ {ǘŀǘŜ 
Statute (P.A. 15-95). 
 
State Forests  
The State forests in Barkhamsted occupy approximately 20% of .ŀǊƪƘŀƳǎǘŜŘΩǎ ǘƻǘŀƭ acreage (4,962 acres out of 
24,832 total acres):  

¶ American Legion is adjacent to the Pleasant Valley Village and has 782 acres.   

¶ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ {ǘŀǘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘ ƛǎ situated between Riverton and Pleasant Valley Village. The forest is composed of 
2,954 acres. 

¶ Tunxis Forest is located in northeastern Barkhamsted adjoining Route 179 and occupies about 927 acres 
and extends into Hartland.  

¶ Enders State Forest is located in the northeastern section of Barkhamsted along Route 219. This forest 
inhabits 299 acres in the town.  

 
 

 Acres 

State Forest land and MDC land  MDC                             6,938 

State Forests              4,962  

Remaining land (private and public)           12,932  

Total                                      24,832  
(AppGeo, 2014) 

 
  

 View of Farmington River in Barkhamsted 
Photo Credit: Natalia Zagula 
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POPULATION AND DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS 

 

This section briefly summarizes demographic trends that have informed the goals, policies, and actions 
in this plan. The Town of Barkhamsted saw steady growth in its population over the fifty year period 
from 1960 through 2010 from 1,370 residents to 3,799 as shown in Table 1 below.  However, between 
нлмл ŀƴŘ нлмр ƛǘ ƛǎ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ IŜŀƭǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛon has 
declined by 122  to 3,685 total residents during that five year period. 

TABLE 1 - POPULATION BY DECADE, 1960 - 2010 
TOWN OF BARKHAMSTED 

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 

1,370 2,066 2,935 3,369 3,499 3,799 
Source: US Census of Population and Housing, 1960 - 2000. 

 
TABLE 2- POPULATION CHANGE, 2010-2015 

 2010 2015 Number Change Percent change 

Barkhamsted 3,807 3,685 -122 -3% 

Litchfield County 190,105 183,603 -6,502 -3% 

Connecticut 3,577,845 3,590,886 13,041 +0.4% 
Source: Connecticut Department of Public Health, Health Statistics and Surveillance, Statistics Analysis and Reporting Unit 

Age Distribution Trends  

One notable regional population trend which also affects Barkhamsted is a decline in the percentage of 
ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ άǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƎŜŘέ όōŜǘǿŜŜƴ рȅǊǎ ŀƴŘ 18yrs) and an increase in the percentage of the 
population that is over 65 years old.  In 2000, residents over 65yrs made up 10% of the population but in 
2010 (year of last decennial census), these residents made up 14% of the population. The CT State Data 
/ŜƴǘŜǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ όǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜǎ ƻƴƭȅύ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ōȅ нлнрΣ нт҈ ƻŦ .ŀǊƪƘŀƳǎǘŜŘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ 
could be over 65 yrs old.   

In comparison, Barkhamsted 
residents under 18yrs made up 25% 
of the population in 2000 but 
decreased to 23% of the population 
in 2010.  By the year 2025 it is 
predicted that the school aged 
population will make up only 16% of 
the total population of the town.  
School enrollment numbers have 
reflected this decrease in the school 
aged population. Between 2010 and 
нлмр .ŀǊƪƘŀƳǎǘŜŘΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 
enrollment declined by 56 students.  

 

  -  500  1,000  1,500

0 to 4 years

5 to19 years

20 to 34 years

35 to 49 years

50 to 64 years

65 and over

2025

2020

2015
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Household Income and Housing Costs  
Barkhamsted has a higher median household income than Litchfield County and the State of 
Connecticut as a whole as shown in the table below.  The town also has a low poverty rate than the 
State and the County.  The American Community Survey estimates only 2% of Barkhamsted residents 
(56) lived below the federal poverty level in 2014. Even with the low poverty rate and higher median 
household income, 28% of households in Barkhamsted (422 households) paid more than 30% of their 
ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ƻƴ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ƛƴ нлмпΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀƴ άǳƴŀŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜέ Ƙƻǳǎƛƴg cost.  Of the 422 
ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ άǳƴŀŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜέ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŎƻǎǘǎΣ отп ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǊŜ ƘƻƳŜ-owners and 48 of them 
are renters. 
 
 
 
 
2014 Statistics 
 

 Town County State 

Median Age  45 45 40 

Households 1,561 76,640 1,371,087 

Median Household Income  $81,792 $72,068 $69,899 

 

Housing Stock (2014)  Town County State 

Median Price  $255,800 $259,800 $274,500 

Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey Estimates 
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II.  CONSERVATION 
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II. CONSERVATION 
SUMMARY OF CONSERVATION GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS 

 
GOALS:   
Á tǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƭŀƴŘΣ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜΣ ŀnd water to ensure the health, 

safety, and welfare of Barkhamsted residents.  
Á tǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ and outdoor recreation assets. 

 
PARTNERS: Barkhamsted Conservation Commission and Inland Wetlands Commission, Barkhamsted 
Land Trust, Farmington River Coordinating Committee (FRCC), Metropolitan District Commission (MDC), 
CT Dept. of Energy and Environmental Protection (CT DEEP) 
 
GUIDING POLICIES: 

1) 9ƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǉǳƛŦŜǊǎ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ǿŜƭƭ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŦǊŜŜ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƭǳǘŀƴǘǎΦ 
2) tǊƻǘŜŎǘ .ŀǊƪƘŀƳǎǘŜŘΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜǎΣ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƭƻƻŘ ƘŀȊŀǊŘǎΦ 
3) Support the preservation of active farmlands, forests, and open space through programs like 

Public Act 490, Purchase of Development Rights. 
4) Support the FarmiƴƎǘƻƴ wƛǾŜǊ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 

and management of the recreational use and protection of the river. 
5) /ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻǿƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά{ƻƭŀǊƛȊŜ 
.ŀǊƪƘŀƳǎǘŜŘέ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛve.  

6) Preserve and protect agricultural land uses and important farmland soils. 
7)  

ACTIONS: 
1.1 DŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ ŀ ƳŀǇ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŀǉǳƛŦŜǊǎΦ 
1.2 Undertake an educational campaign to increase public awareness of the need for contaminant-

free groundwater and the actions that can be taken by residents. 
1.3 Promote guidelines and, where needed, regulations for the placement of facilities related to 

specific types of industries, businesses and/or activities to protect aquifers. 
2.1 Review the TownΩǎ ŦƭƻƻŘ ƘŀȊŀǊŘ ŀǊŜŀ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ Ȋoning regulations as 

necessary. 
3.1 Modify or remove the existing cluster housing regulation to avoid confusion with the existing 

Conservation Subdivision regulation. 
4.1 Investigate the possibility of purchasing or leasing MDC land along the west branch of the 

Farmington River for a stone dust walking trail and nature path. 
сΦм aƻŘƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ȊƻƴƛƴƎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ /D{ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ м-

1(q), which is more inclusive and is updated more frequently. 
6.2 Consider adopting a local right-to-farm ordinance. 
6.3 Consider zoning changes that would provide farmers flexibility to have ancillary agricultural uses 

on farms and allow for adequate signage to farms and farm stands. 
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BACKGROUND: PROTECTION OF WATER RESOURCES   

A high priority of the Town Plan is protection and enhancement of the 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ natural resources, especially its water related resources 
and its scenic resources. Primary areas identified for protection by 
citizens and the Commission are: 

¶ the Metropolitan District Commission reservoir watershed,  

¶ the West Branch of the Farmington River,  

¶ Morgan Brook,  

¶ Still River and  

¶ State Forest lands.  
The West Branch of the Farmington River, including the section of the 
river in Barkhamsted has been designated a national "Wild and Scenic 
River". Still River and Morgan Brook are important tributaries to the 
Farmington River in Barkhamsted. The Still River contributes well 
oxygenated, nutrient rich water to the Farmington, this mixes with the 
ŎƻƭŘΣ ƴǳǘǊƛŜƴǘ ǇƻƻǊ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ IƻƎΩs Back Reservoir to 
provide the CŀǊƳƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǎǳǇŜǊō ǘǊƻǳǘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ Morgan Brook 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ .ǊŀƴŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CŀǊƳƛƴƎǘƻƴ wƛǾŜǊ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ άTrout 
Management Areasέ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ ŀƴŘ 
Environmental Protection (DEEP). An important part of protecting the 
River is implementation of a coordinated local effort. 
 
a5/Ωǎ Reservoir plays a major statewide role by providing potable water 
to the Hartford region. Barkhamsted reservoir with a capacity of 30 
billion gallons of water is the largest sole water supply reservoir in the 
State of Connecticut. Barkhamsted is responsible for maintaining water 
quality through regulatory action for steams, ponds, and brooks outside of public property, such as West 
Hill Pond, Morgan Brook, and Still River, which feed into the Farmington River.  
 
River Overlay Zone Protection 
A carefully defined narrow corridor of land along the West Branch of the Farmington River in 
Barkhamsted is now protected under the Farmington River Overlay Zone regulations adopted as part of 
the Town Zoning Regulations. This regulation and similar regulations in adjoining river towns in 
Connecticut are critical elements of the long term river protection program. The Overlay Zone 
requirements protect the environmental, scenic, recreational, fish and other resource assets in a 
corridor consisting of the River, its ordinary high water mark and an additional 100 foot setback buffer. 
 
Stratified Drift Drinking Water Aquifer 
There is a major underground stratified drift aquifer underlying and parallel to the West Branch of the 
Farmington in Barkhamsted. If properly protected this potential "underground reservoir" can provide a 
substantial drinking water supply for future water needs. 
 

Barkhamsted, Connecticut  
 
Natural Conservation Areas:  

- Barkhamsted Reservoir, 
Saville Dam  

- 4 State Forests:  
o tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ {ǘŀǘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘ  
o American Legion State 

Forest  
o Enders State Forest  
o Tunxis State Forest  

 
Major bodies of Water:  

- Barkhamsted Reservoir 
- Lake McDonough 
- Farmington River  
- West Hill Pond  

 
Minor Water Sources 

- Beaver Brook  
- Roaring Brook  
- Kettle Brook  
- Cherry Brook  
- Spruce Brook  
- Fullers Pond  
- Morgan Brook  
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A "stratified drift" aquifer is an underground reservoir of sand and gravel saturated with water. A well 
drilled in an aquifer can produce very high volumes of high quality drinking water. In order to protect 
the West Branch aquifer the Planning and Zoning Commission should consider establishing an additional 
level of land use protection and controls within the aquifer and river corridor area as shown on maps 
prepared by the U.S. Geological Survey. Model aquifer protection regulations recommend a ban on the 
use of hazardous materials and limit the types of land uses that have a high potential for pollution of 
groundwater. 
 
MDC Reservoir Public Water Supply & Watershed Protection 

The watershed area draining into the Metropolitan District Commission (MDC)'s Barkhamsted Reservoir 
consumes a vast area in central and eastern portion of Barkhamsted. Nearly this entire watershed is 
owned and controlled by the Metropolitan District Commission and the State of Connecticut. Land 
owned by the MDC is classified according to a water company watershed land regulation system 
established by the State Department of Health and Addiction Services. There are three classes of land 
under this system. 

¶ Class I land and Class II land cannot be sold by MDC for development or used without the 
approval of the State subject to requirements designed to ensure that such change will not 
adversely affect the water "purity and adequacy" of the water supply. 

¶ Class III, so called "excess land", is land owned by the MDC. It consists of land located outside of 
the water supply watershed and beyond 150 feet of a reservoir. MDC land totals 6,938 acres, of 
which 1517 is Class III. 

¶ In the northeastern quadrant of the Barkhamsted Reservoir watershed a large area is protected 
by the State of Connecticut as part of the Tunxis State Forest. 

Unprotected water supply watershed land should be subject to land use regulation which will minimize 
the potential for pollution of ground water and the surface water supply. 
 

The State has assigned the town to the Western Region Water Utility Coordinating Committee (WUCC) 
for purposes of water supply planning. The Town was recently required to declare its preference for 
whether the town or a private water company would hold Exclusive Service Areas (ESA) within the town. 
The holder of an ESA within a town has control over any future provision of public water supply within 
that area of the town. In December 2016, the Town requested to the WUCC that a majority of the town 
remain unassigned to an ESA at this time, with the exception of the area claimed by the Winsted Water 
Works, who declared the ESA for the western end of the Route 44 corridor within Barkhamsted. This 
area is defined in the Interlocal Agreements between Winsted and Barkhamsted regarding public water 
supply and public sewers. The WUCC suggested that the Town may want to consider requesting that 
New Hartford extend water and sewer into the eastern end of Route 44 corridor, as needed or 
ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜΦ !ǘ ŀ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŘŀǘŜΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ Ŏŀƴ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ²¦// ŦƻǊ 
reclassification. 
 
The Flood Hazard Protection Overlay Zone 
The Farmington River Overlay Zone includes only a portion of the of the river's Flood Hazard areas. Flood hazard 
areas are low lying areas along the river which are subject to flooding. These area have been identified and 
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mapped under the National Flood Insurance Program. Figure 5 shows these 
ŦƭƻƻŘ ƘŀȊŀǊŘ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ŦƭƻƻŘ ƘŀȊŀǊŘ 
area requirements and update the regulations as necessary. 

 
Protection of Farms, Forest, and Open Space 
Many town residents are not aware that farms, MDC Class III or other open 
space lands could be sold to owners who could develop them. Awareness of 
the need to permanently protect open space and wildlife corridors is 
increasingly important.  
 
P.A. 490 Open Space 
The Town of Barkhamsted allows landowners to apply for a lower 
assessment of property which qualifies under the provisions of Public Act 
490 "Open Space". The Town Plan supports continuation of this "Open 
Space" assessment option, especially for land located within the Farmington 
River corridor, the MDC watershed and other important conservation areas 
such as the flood hazard zone, streambelt areas and along ridge lines. 
 
State program for purchase of farmland development rights 
The Town Plan supports preservation of active farmlands under the State 
Program for Purchase of Development Rights (PDR program). Farmlands are 
an important element of the rural landscape of Barkhamsted. Active farms 
should wherever possible be protected from development under the State 
PDR program. 
 

Recreational River Access 
It is important that the Farmington River Coordinating Committee 
(FRCC) continue to facilitate cooperative coordinated planning and 
management of the recreational use of the river. Barkhamsted, other 
participating Towns, the State of Connecticut and various public and 
private agencies involved with use of the River need this forum to 
maintain a balanced program for river use. 
 
A successful river management plan must maintain river access for 
recreational use while protecting and minimizing conflict with 
neighboring residences along the river. Barkhamsted's East River Road and West River Road provide 
vehicular access to both homeowners along the river and river users. Located within the scenic river 
corridor these narrow country roads should be designated and maintained as scenic town roads. (see 
"Roads" section of the Town Plan).  
 
Energy Conservation Efforts 
Barkhamsted is also actively encouraging the use of alternative energy. Barkhamsted Elementary School 
is contributing to mindful energy usage with the use ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǎƻƭŀǊ ǇŀƴŜƭǎΦ  !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ 
ά{ƻƭŀǊƛȊŜ .ŀǊƪƘŀƳǎǘŜŘέ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳl and many homeowners added solar panels and reduced 
their energy costs.  
 

Barkhamsted Recreational Assets 
 

Trails 

- American Legion Forest  
o Henry Buck Trail (Blue-

Blazed) 
o Turkey Vultures Ledges Trail 

(Blue)  
 

- tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ {ǘŀǘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘ  
o Agnes Bowen Trail (Orange) 
o Charles Pack Trail (Yellow)  
o Elliot Bronson Trail (Red)  
o Jessie Gerald Trail (Yellow)  
o Robert Ross Trail (Blue)  
o Walt Landgraf (Red)  

 
- Enders State Forest  
o Indian Council Cave Trails  

 
- Tunxis State Forest  
o Tunxis Trail/Blue-Blazed Trail  

 
 

Water Recreation 
- West Hill Pond Beach & Boat 

Launch  
- Stanclift Cove  
- East Beach 
- Farmington RiverτTrout 

Fishing*  

 
Other Recreation 

- Barkhamsted Baseball fields  
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tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ {ǘŀǘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘΦ tƘƻǘƻ /ǊŜŘƛǘΥ ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ .ƻǊƪƻǿǎƪƛ 
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