BOARD OF SELECTMEN – November 10, 2015
MINUTES:
Meeting called to order at 7:05PM. Present were First Selectman Don Stein and Selectmen Ray
Pech and Mark Hemenway.
DELEGATIONS: A delegation was present at the meeting to discuss with the Selectmen their
concerns regarding the possible improvement of the existing trail through the MDC’s
Greenwoods Property between Pleasant Valley and New Hartford Center. This possibility has
been discussed by a joint group composed of Board and Commission members from both
Towns and is conceptual in nature at this time. The following individuals were in the
delegation:
Lucas Klepacki
Prudenza Lederman
David Frost
W. Morrell
Jonathan Gagnon
Pam Welles
Colleen English
Richard English
Jon Simon
Charles Lombard
Mike Hoffnagle
Lisa Candels
Gary DiLeo
Barbara DiLeo
Peter Tabaka
John Noelke
Paula Cutcomb
Jim Hafford
Nancy Hafford
Linda Goldsmith
Sharon Farber
Various concerns were raised by this group including:
• the impact on hunting and fishing
• the impact on wildlife or public safety as a result of the increased traffic
• a potential increase in crime on East River Road
• the impact on the wetlands or the habitat along the Pleasant Valley end of the trail,
which has a significant turtle and bird population
• degradation of property values and whether the trail would help economic
development
• the impact on abutting property owners on Goose Green Road and Miner Lane
• the cost and need for security if the path were to be improved.
There was a request that the Selectmen act on this question, but that was deferred to another
meeting when there was an opportunity to have a more deliberate discussion. Don Stein
informed the group that he had already set up a meeting for folks who wanted more
information about this activity on Monday, November 16 at the Town Garage Community
Room at 7:00PM.
MOTION: A motion was made by Ray Pech, seconded by Mark Hemenway, and passed
unanimously to approve the minutes of the October 27, 2015 Meeting.
MOTION: A motion was made by Mark Hemenway, seconded by Ray Pech, and passed
unanimously to approve the following tax credits and refunds:
$ 190.65

Toyota Lease Trust

refund

DISCUSSION: The Selectmen reviewed the expenditures and revenues through October 31,
2015. The only continuing area of concern was that the Legal Counsel line item was a bit high
for this time of the year, due to a few issues necessitating consultation with the Town Attorney.
The revenues and the Town’s cash position were both quite good, reflecting the positive rate of
tax collections for the current fiscal year. In fact, the collections track 2014 very closely, which
resulted in a good surplus for the prior fiscal year and our cash position at this time is about
$500,000 above last year’s position at the same time of the year. This is likely attributable to
the timing of the bills paid to large accounts like Regional 7.
DISCUSSION: The Selectmen did not have any further discussion regarding the Greenwoods
property beyond the dialog with the delegation as described above, but Don Stein did inform
them that a walk had taken place earlier in the day to review possible paths and actions
required, if improvements were to be undertaken. These improvements, should the project
proceed, would take into account wildlife safety, habitat preservation, wetlands, and cost. The
letter received by the Selectmen and other public agencies regarding the Conservation
Commission’s opposition to any increased usage of the Greeenwoods path was read during the
public session and is attached to the minutes.
DISCUSSION: Don Stein informed the Selectmen that there was no further action required on
the Eddy Road right-of-way until a property title search was conducted by the requesting
resident. This is needed to determine what the Town’s actual ownership interest was in the
right-of-way, and that the title search would determine what legal actions were required to
allow the property owner to receive the property. The Town Meeting (agenda Item 11) was
also tabled since the meeting would include action on this issue, which has not yet been
resolved.
DISCUSSION: Don Stein provided the Selectmen with information on the status of the Plan of
Conservation and Development. Upcoming activities include a forum for business owners in
town on November 16, distribution of a survey, and public meetings in December and January
to cover the Town’s views on Housing, the Environment and Economic Development. There is a
new webpage on the Town’s website that provides more information on this subject and a
preliminary survey has been sent out electronically to gather information to help in setting
agendas for the community meetings. The intention is to have a draft of the revised POCD
before the UConn intern finishes her school year.
MOTION: A motion was made by Mark Hemenway, seconded by Ray Pech, and passed
unanimously to authorize Donald S. Stein, First Selectman, to submit an application for and to
execute the Fiscal Year 2013 Emergency Management Performance Grant.
MOTION: A motion was made by Mark Hemenway, seconded by Ray Pech, and passed
unanimously to authorize Donald S. Stein, First Selectman, to submit a certification to the State

of Connecticut regarding funds to be received from the Municipal Grants-in-Aid/Grants for
Municipal Projects.
MOTION: A motion was made by Ray Pech, seconded by Mark Hemenway, and passed
unanimously to add to the agenda: Act on a resolution regarding a Memorandum of Agreement
for the FFY 2015 State Homeland Security Grant.
MOTION: A motion was made by Mark Hemenway, seconded by Ray Pech, and passed
unanimously to authorize Donald S. Stein, First Selectman, to execute an agreement that allows
the Town of Barkhamsted to enter into an agreement with the Connecticut Division of
Emergency Management and Homeland Security, regarding the FFY 2015 State Homeland
Security Grant.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:40PM.
Respectfully submitted,

Donald S. Stein
First Selectman

